
 
 

MANDATING AGRICULTURAL WATER CONSERVATION IN THE SACRAMENTO 
VALLEY WILL NOT PRODUCE MORE WATER FOR THE STATE 

 
 One response to the Delta’s problems has been to propose that all water users in the State simply 
reduce their use of water.  Such one-size-fits-all mandates will not produce more water from the 
Sacramento Valley because water users there already reuse water many times.  In order to reduce 
Sacramento Valley water usage, such mandates would force productive farm ground to be fallowed, 
causing significant economic impacts and harming the Pacific Flyway. 

 
● Sacramento Valley farms maximize water reuse. Sacramento Valley agricultural 

water users use the same molecules of water up to nine times before water flows 
from the Valley into the Delta.  Many Sacramento Valley water districts are 
plumbed so that water not used on one farm flows to the next farm in the district.  
Many districts release water into drains from which other districts divert and reuse 
that water. 

 
● Sacramento Valley water use supports the Pacific Flyway.  The flooding of rice 

fields in the fall to decompose rice straw supports extensive habitat for migrating 
bird species in the Pacific Flyway.  Reducing rice acreage and the water diverted 
for rice production and decomposition would reduce avian habitat. 

 
● Sacramento Valley water uses add water to the state’s supplies in dry years.  In 

the California Water Plan Update 2005, the Department of Water Resources 
found that, in the aggregate in dry years, more water exits the Sacramento River 
hydrologic region than enters it (36,595,000 acre-feet enter, 40,155,000 acre-feet 
exit).  This occurs because: (1) Sacramento Valley surface reservoirs release 
water from storage in dry years; and (2) Sacramento Valley water users pump 
groundwater, some of which eventually reaches surface streams.  (See California 
Water Plan Update 2005, p. 6-6 (reverse side, highlighting).) 

 
● Water conservation mandates would cause fallowing and severe economic 

impacts.  Each crop demands, in a particular climate, a set amount of water.  The 
Sacramento Valley’s clayey soils constrain the crops that can be grown.   Because 
of these constraints, rice is the main crop in the Valley.  Prices for rice currently 
are increasing, despite the severe economic downtown.  Fallowing productive 
ground would be the primary way to achieve water conservation mandates in the 
Valley and negatively affect the Valley’s main economic activity. 
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